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Dr. Quintard Taylor

                                                  Established one year ago by University of Washington Professor Quintard Taylor and		
			                  other volunteers, BlackPast.org (www.blackpast.org) has emerged as one of the lead-		
				      ing websites on the Internet on all aspects of African American history.  The website
 				      presents history content to k-12 students, college and university students and the gen- 
				      eral public in a highly interactive and accessible format. Our website of more than
				      2,000 pages is free and ungated and is available every day of the year.

      BlackPast.org was launched on February 1, 2007, in that year over 455,000 people 
				      visited the website seeking information on African America.  These visitors came from 
      104 nations around the world.  In the þrst 50 days of this year, BlackPast.org has gen-
				      erated 133,000 visits.
  
				      Through BlackPast.org the wealth of materials in reference books and across the
				      Internet are now centralized in one location. That information also grows daily.  As of
			       	   this writing over 220 academic, independent, and student historians from across the 
			     	   United States have contributed over 1,200 original encyclopedia entries, literally brief
      biographies of hundreds of famous and lesser known þgures, events and episodes in 
African American history.  

The entries discuss well known þgures such as Harriet Tubman, Marcus Garvey and W.E. B. DuBois.  They also include 
individuals such as George Bridgetower, a late 18th Century child prodigy in music from London, England for whom 
Ludwig von Beethoven wrote a Sonata which they played together in concert in Vienna in 1803.  BlackPast.org proþles 
Eliza Grier who was born a slave but who worked her way through Fisk University and the Womenõs Medical College of 
Pennsylvania and who in 1898 became the þrst African American woman to practice medicine in Georgia.  Washington 
state þgures are described as well including Rev. Peter Barrow who in 1890 established Calvary Baptist Church in 
Spokane, the þrst black church in the city, Bertha Pitts Campbell, one of the founders of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
and a Seattle civil rights activist and Henry Beauchamp, the þrst African American mayor of Yakima.   

Among our contributors are leading historians from major universities such as Clayborne Carson of Stanford and Henry 
Louis Gates of Harvard as well as a number of local historians from the University of Washington, Washington State 
University, Western Washington University and other institutions across the state.  Along with their contributions which 
form the heart of BlackPast.org, the website now has over 100 speeches by black activists and leaders ranging from 1792 
oration of fraternal lodge founder Prince Hall to the speech by then Illinois State Representative Barack Obama given at 
the 2004 Democratic National Convention which catapulted him into national prominence. 

BlackPast.org has over 120 primary source documents and four gateway pages with links to 50 digital archive collections,
75 major African American museums and research centers and over 500 links other websites related to African American.  
The site also has extensive bibliographies and timelines in African American history.  In fact in the latter category, Google 
ranks BlackPast.orgõs timeline in African American history as the top site on the internet in its category.

This extensive content was assembled and contributed by experts around the world.  It is also carefully vetted by lead-
ing scholars to ensure accuracy and integrity.  That credibility has made the website the ofþcial source for information on 
African America for leading research libraries in the United States, Canada and Great 
Britain.

Originally intended to be an academic resource for students at the University of Washington, BlackPast.org has now 
evolved into a power tool for spreading knowledge around the globe.  It brings the resources of African American history 
into every classroom.  It also makes every computer screen, regardless of its location, a classroom in African American 
history.  Please visit BlackPast.org at www.blackpast.org.

Note: Dr. Quintard Taylor is the Scott and Dorothy Bullitt Professor of American History at the University of Washington.  
He can be contacted at 206-985-8553 or quintardjr@comcast.net.


